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2.0  Introduction     listen 
 
Building on the foundation of Lesson One, this lesson continues with learning the 
sight and sounds of the Greek letters.  This is accomplished by seeing and 
hearing common Greek vowel-consonant and consonant-vowel combinations.  
By the end of this lesson, the student should feel more confident to pronounce 
Greek letters and words, which lays the foundation for Greek phonetics.  
 
The similarities and the dissimilarities between the Greek and English letters will 
be examined to aid between what is known (English) and what is new (Greek).   
 
2.1   The Ten Similar Letters      listen 
 
Ten of the twenty-four small Greek letters are easily recognizable because they 
are very close in appearance to their English counterparts.  These letters are: 
 

English letters: a b d e i k o s t u 
  Greek letters: a b d e i k o j t u 

 
The above letters look similar in appearance; however, they are not exactly the 
same.  It is important not to adapt Greek letters to make them look like their 
English counterparts.  Some important differences between these letters are: 
 

• The a (alpha) should be written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened 
on the right. 

• The Greek letter i (iota) is never dotted. 
• Final sigma (j) does not sit on the line like the English “s”.  The final curve 

crosses and drops down below the line. 
• The Greek letter t (tau) is never crossed below the top of the vertical line 

like the English “t”.   
• Upsilon is NEVER pronounced like the English “u” as in “but”.  It can be 

short (in which case it is pronounced like the “u” in “put”) or long (in which 
case it is pronounced like the “u” in “lute”). 
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Practice saying these letters aloud in different combinations with the aid of the 
drill below.  Only the above ten similar Greek-English letters are used.  If you 
wish to hear the instructor’s pronunciation, click on the speaker icon and repeat 
aloud.  The variable vowels (a, i, u) may be long or short.  Follow the example of 
the instructor for proper pronunciation. 
 

listen   ab, ad, at, atik, av, ba, bat, bob 
 

 
listen   ti, di, te, de, to, do, ta, da, tad, dad 
 

 
listen   ki, ke, ko, ka, ku, kuk, kuj, kut, kub 
 

 
listen   ot, ob, od, kak, kakoj, deka, okt 
 
 

listen    tote, tode, tij, kata, ek, eka, dot 
 
 

listen    id, did, dat, eka, eba, bik, bid, bit 
 
 

 
listen  kij, kit, kat, did, bid, bad, tak 
 
 

 
listen  kot, kakoj, tut, tutoj, batoj 
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2.2   The Six Deceptive Greek Letters   listen 
 
Six Greek letters (four consonants and two vowels) appear to be in form like 
English letters, but their appearance is very deceptive.  These letters often 
confuse beginning Greek students, and therefore they need to be carefully 
studied.  These “deceptive” Greek letters are g, h, n, r, x and w.  Their English 
look-alikes are also displayed in the chart below. 
 

Greek: g h n r x w 
English: y n v p x w 

 
• The Greek letter, gamma (g), looks like the English letter “y”. 
• The Greek letter, eta (h), looks like the English letter “n”. 
• The Greek letter, nu (n), looks like the English letter “v”. 
• The Greek letter, rho (r), looks like the English letter “p”. 
• The Greek letter, chi (x), looks like the English letter “x”. 
• The Greek letter, omega (w), looks like the English letter “w”. 

 
Each letter will now be examined separately.  Special attention should be given 
to the proper pronunciation of these letters so that they may not be confused with 
their English look-alikes. 
 
2.2.1   GAMMA   listen 
 
The Greek letter, gamma (g, capital letter, G), is not to be confused with the 
English “y”.  G, g is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”.  It is never pronounced 
like the soft “g” as in “gin”.  Read the following words aloud and practice 
pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    ga, gak, Gad, dag, bag, get, getto 
 
listen  Gab, gab, geb, Guj, ge, gu, degaj 
 
listen  ag, age, agen, guk, gukoj, got, git 
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2.2.2  ETA     listen 
 
The Greek letter, eta (h, capital letter, H), does not correspond to the English “n”, 
but is pronounced like the “a” in “gate”.  Furthermore, the capital letter (H) must 
not be confused with the English capital letter of “h”, “H”.  Read the following 
words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen   h, hta, dh, adh, hdh, gh, gohv, akh 
 
listen  H, Hta, dik, dikh, akoh, hg, ht, th 
 
listen hj, thj, kh, kakh, hte, hti, tith, thde  
 
 
2.2.3  NU    listen 
 
The Greek letter, nu (n, capital letter, N), does not correspond to the English “v”, 
but is pronounced like the “n” as in “in”.  It may be helpful to remember that there 
is not an alphabetical Greek letter that corresponds to the English letter “v”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    nu, nun, en, ten, tin, ana, kana, genoj 
 
listen  agen, agin, tan, tanh, kidon, kenh 
 
listen  gen, genna, gad, Gadna, genh, ban 
 
listen  ghn, genoj, Gnonta, Gonu, gunh, thn 
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2.2.4   RHO    listen 
 
The Greek letter, rho (r, capital letter, R), does not correspond to the English “p” 
or “P”, but is pronounced like the “r” as in “roar”.  Rho was probably trilled in 
ancient Greek (as in Modern Greek), but it will suffice for the purpose of these 
lessons to pronounce it as suggested.  Read the following words aloud and 
practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    ar, gar, tar, kar, er, ergon, oroj 
 
listen  eri, erij, kart, dart, bart, baraj 
 
listen  Dark, dran, dhr, krina, truk, trij 
 
 
 
2.2.5  CHI      listen 
 
The Greek letter, chi (x, capital letter, X), does not correspond to the English “x”.  
Chi can be confused with the pronunciation of kappa (K, k) unless it is 
remembered that the breath is not entirely cut off with chi.  Chi is represented 
phonetically in English by two letters, “kh”.  Read the following words aloud and 
practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    xi, xa, xara, xaran, xro, xronoj 
 
listen  xh, doxh, Xarran, xarij, xarhte 
 
listen  Trixaj, hxoj, exarh, exei, xar 
 
listen  dexhta, didaxh, enoxoj, exidna 
 

© Dr. William D. Ramey                                                                                                 InTheBeginning.org     

http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_4_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_5_drill4.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org


LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet: Sight and Sounds of Greek Letters (Part 2)   Page 26 
 
 
 
2.2.6   Omega      listen 
 
The Greek letter, omega (w, capital letter, W), is not to be confused with the 
English “w”.  This long vowel is always pronounced as the long “o” in “tone”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    egw, exw, arxw, krinw, dwdeka, agw 
 
listen  agwgh, Won, wdinw, Wta, wtion 
 
listen  xronw, xrw, xwrij, xwroj, tw, kw 
 
 
 
 
2.3   The Nine Different Greek Letters     listen 
 
Nine Greek letters (all consonants) are very different in appearance than any 
English letters.  These letters are as follows: 
 

Greek Letter: z q l m c p s f y 
Greek Name: zeta theta lambda mu xsi pi sigma phi psi

 
2.3.1  ZETA     listen 
 
The Greek letter, zeta (z, capital letter, Z), is pronounced like the “z” as in “zebra” 
when it begins a word.  Within a word, zeta is pronounced like “ds” as in “adds”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 
 

listen    zh, zhta, zhtew, tiza, ktizw, ezhn 
 
listen  gaza, biazw, zu, zugoj, krazw, kraz 
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2.3.2   THETA     listen 
 
The Greek letter, theta (q, capital letter, Q), is represented phonetically in English 
by two letters, “th”.  The pronunciation of this letter is always like “th” in “thin” or 
“think”, and never as in “thy” or “this”.  Read the following words aloud and 
practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen   qh, qhta, qe, qeoj, quw, qura, eqnoj 
 
listen  eqnoj, Qan, qro, qronoj, kaqwj 
 
listen  qronw, qhrion, ekaqhto, orqwj 
 
listen    oqonh, kiqara, Qara, qanatw 
 
 
 
2.3.3   LAMBDA     listen 
 
The Greek letter, lambda (l, capital letter, L), is pronounced like the “l” in “lute”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen    lambda, legw, liqoj, luw, Lege 
 
 

listen  ellw, oxloj, alla, logoj 
 
listen  qelontoj, kala, kaloj, Libuh 
 
listen  Nikolaon, Ludda, Luddaj, luxnoj 
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2.3.4   MU     listen 
 
The Greek letter mu (m, capital letter, M), is pronounced like the “m” as in “man”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen     mu, mh, mhde, limov, gamoj, bhma 
 
listen   mhthr, tiqhmi, Erhmoj, Nomoj 
 
listen  Ariqmon, genhqwmen, legomen 
 
listen  Meta, bhmatoj, Kamhlon, merimnwn 
 
 
2.3.5    XSI     listen 
 
The Greek letter, xsi (c, capital letter, C), is pronounced like the “x” in “fox”, or in 
“axe”, and is represented phonetically as “xs” in English.  This consonant is 
never pronounced like the “x” as in “xylophone”.  Read the following words aloud 
and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen     ci, ec, ecw, ca, nuc, cu, culon 
 
listen  ac, acinh, doc, doca, Culina 
 
listen  toc, tocon, Tech, tacin, tacij 
 
listen  culw, cenoj, culwn, ocoj, ocu 
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2.3.6   PI      listen 
 
The Greek letter, pi (p, capital letter, P) is pronounced like the “p” in “party” or 
“poet”.  Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter 
separately. 
 

listen     pi, pa, pu, pi, pinw, epi, po, Polij 
 
listen   para, apagw, plh, plhn, Pe 
 
listen   topon, Lupw, lupaj, kopoj, Koptw 
 
listen   dapanh, apo, Pur, pura, purgon 
 
 
2.3.7   SIGMA    listen 
 
The Greek letter, sigma (s, capital letter, S, final form, j) is pronounced like the 
“s” in “sit”.  Sigma is pronounced like the “s” as in “rose” before the consonants, 
b, g, d and m (this will be more fully explained in section 4.3.1).  Otherwise, both 
the medial and final forms of sigma are pronounced the same.  Read the 
following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen   su, sun, se, sebw, sh, shj, shpw 
 
listen   skolon, suka, sukh, sukhj, kosmoj 
 
                                                                              Sounds like the “z” before m 

listen   taj, batoj, asebh, Asia, askw 
 
listen   sigh, sighj, Shq, Shm, Xristoj 
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2.3.8   PHI      listen 
 
The Greek letter, phi (f, capital letter, F), is pronounced like the “ph” in “phone” 
or as in “photograph”, and is represented phonetically in English as “ph” or as “f”.  
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
 

listen   fi, fwj, ofij, ferw, tufloj 
 
listen   fwta, fwtwn, Fwtizw, ofin 
 
listen   kofinwn, blasfhma, afelh 
 
listen  afrizw, Fhmi, adelfoj, grafw 
 
 
 
2.3.9   PSI       listen 
 
The Greek letter, psi (y, capital letter, Y) is pronounced like the “ps” in “lips” or 
as in “steps”, and is represented phonetically as “ps” in English.  Read the 
following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately. 
  

listen      yi, yuxh, yiloj, yalmoj, yhfizw 
 
listen   skayw, Yuxoj, yuxroj, yalw 
 
listen   qliyij, grayw, bleyw, luyij 
 
listen   ayij, ywxw, yalmw, Yuxhj  
 

© Dr. William D. Ramey                                                                                                 InTheBeginning.org     

http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_8.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_8_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_8_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_8_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_8_drill4.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_9.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_9_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_9_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_9_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_9_drill4.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org


LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet: Sight and Sounds of Greek Letters (Part 2)   Page 31 
 
 
 

2 
 
     Study Guide                                                            
     The Greek Alphabet: Letters and Sounds (Part 2)           
 

 
I.  Practice writing the following Greek letter combinations several times.  Most of 

these examples were taken from the lesson.  While forming the Greek letters, 
say their names aloud several times.  Also, if you are able at this time, learn to 
pronounce these Greek syllables and words. 

 
listen  (Set One) 

1. ab  

2. bat  

3. tode  

4. kata  

5. bik  

6. bid  
 
listen  (Set Two) 

7. did  

8. bat  

9. kut  

10. kub  

11. dot  

12. Gad  
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listen  (Set Three) 

13. gib  

14. dh  

15. dikh  

16. ban  

17. thn  

18. gen  

19. kart  

20. kala  
 
listen (Set Four) 
21. xar  

22. exw  

23. zh  

24. tiza  

25. gaza  

26. qeoj  

27. eqnoj  

28. logoj  

29. alla  
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listen  (Set Five) 
30. mu  

31. eqem  

32. doc  

33. doca  

34. nuc  

35. pa  

36. apo  

37. Pur  
 
listen (Set Six) 
38. se  

39. shj  

40. suka  

41. fi  

42. fulh  

43. Fhmi  

44. yi  

45. yalw  

46. qliyij  
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II.  Below is a brief review of the similarities and the dissimilarities between the 

Greek and English letters.  It will be advantageous having “pressed” these 
Greek letters into your mind, to listen to the audio files again with your eyes 
closed, while at the same time imagining what the Greek letters look like. 

 
     Never call a Greek letter by what it looks like in English.  Remember, to 

learn Greek effectively, you must not translate, but read Greek for what 
it is—a different language than English. 

  
1.  There are ten Greek letters that appear very close to their English 

counterparts. 
 

listen 

A a B b d E e I i 

K k O o v  T t u 

 
a.  How many of these letters are vowels?  ___________.  Which vowels may 

be pronounced both long and short?  ______, _______, and ________.  
Which two vowels are always short?  ______, ______. 

 
b.  Which of these letters is written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened 

on the right?   _________. 
 
c.  Which of these letters is never dotted?  ________. 
 
d.  Which of these letters crosses, then its curve drops down below the line?  

_______. 
 
e.  Which of these letters has a “tail” that extends below the line?  ________. 
 
f.   Which of these letters have capitals that are very different from their small 

letters?   ______, ______, and _______. 
 
g.  Which of these letters has as its capital letter S?  ________. 
 
h.  Which of these letters has as its capital letter U?  _______. 
 
i.   Which of these letters has as its capital letter D?  _______. 
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2.  There are six deceptively looking Greek letters that appear to be like English 

letters, but are not.  These letters will prove difficult unless learned well. 
 

listen 

g h n R r X x w 

 
a.  Which of these letters are vowels?  ______ and ______. 
 
b.  Which one of these letters sounds like the English “r”? _______. 
 
c.  Which one of these letters sounds like the English “g”?  _______. 
 
d.  Which one of these letters sounds like the English “n”?  _______. 
 
e.  Which one of these letters sounds like “ō”?  _______. 
 
f.   Which small letter has a capital that looks like a horseshoe?  ______. 
 
g.  Which one of these letters sounds like “ē”?  _______. 
 
h.  Which small letter has as its capital N?  ________. 
 
i.   Which small letter has as its capital G?  ________. 
 
j.   Which small letter has as its capital H?  ________ 
 
k.  Gamma is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”, and never as the soft 

“g” as in _________? 
 
l.   Which letter sounds like something you use to unlock your door?  _____. 
 
m.  Which letter sounds like something you do to a boat?  _____. 
 
n.   Which letter sounds like the English word “new”?  _______. 
 
o.   Finish spelling the following names of the Greek letters: 
 
      gam_____    et___    rh____    ome_____   n____   ch____ 
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3.  There are nine Greek letters very different than any English letters. 
 

listen 

Z z Q q L l M m  C c 

P p  S s F f Y y  

 
a.   Which of these letters has a final form?  _______.  
 
b.    Which of these letters looks like a cactus?  ______. 
 
c.   Which of these four Greek letters are represented phonetically in English 

by two letters?   _______, ________, ________, and ________. 
 
III.  Transpose all the following Greek capital letters into their corresponding 

small letters, using the space provided. 
 
     TAXIN _______________  KOSMON ______________ 
 
     SWTHROS ____________  LITRA _________________ 
 
     NUC _________________  KALWN ________________ 
 
    AGAPWSIN ____________  YUXH __________________ 
 
    QEOS ________________  AMPELOS ______________ 
 
    FULAKH ______________  XARISMA _______________ 
 
Having now examined and practiced both saying and writing the entire Greek 
alphabet, it may continue to seem strange for a little while longer.  This is natural 
and is to be expected. The reason is because the Greek alphabet has several 
different symbols to represent different sounds than in English.  However, if you 
discipline yourself to study the Greek alphabet, you will soon know it very well. 
 
Click here for the answers to this study guide and further help aids associated with this lesson. 
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