Sight and Sounds of the Greek Letters (Part 2)
The Letters and Pronunciation of the Greek Alphabet

2 The Greek Alphabet

2.0 Introduction isten

Building on the foundation of Lesson One, this lesson continues with learning the
sight and sounds of the Greek letters. This is accomplished by seeing and
hearing common Greek vowel-consonant and consonant-vowel combinations.
By the end of this lesson, the student should feel more confident to pronounce
Greek letters and words, which lays the foundation for Greek phonetics.

The similarities and the dissimilarities between the Greek and English letters will
be examined to aid between what is known (English) and what is new (Greek).

2.1 The Ten Similar Letters isten

Ten of the twenty-four small Greek letters are easily recognizable because they
are very close in appearance to their English counterparts. These letters are:

Englishletters: a b d e i k o s t u
Greekletters: « B 6 € 1 kK o s T v

The above letters look similar in appearance; however, they are not exactly the
same. ltis important not to adapt Greek letters to make them look like their
English counterparts. Some important differences between these letters are:

e The o (alpha) should be written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened
on the right.

e The Greek letter 1 (iota) is never dotted.

e Final sigma (s) does not sit on the line like the English “s”. The final curve
crosses and drops down below the line.

e The Greek letter T (tau) is never crossed below the top of the vertical line
like the English “t”.

e Upsilon is NEVER pronounced like the English “u” as in “but”. It can be
short (in which case it is pronounced like the “u” in “put”) or long (in which

case it is pronounced like the “u” in “lute”).


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_0.mp3
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Practice saying these letters aloud in different combinations with the aid of the
drill below. Only the above ten similar Greek-English letters are used. If you
wish to hear the instructor’s pronunciation, click on the speaker icon and repeat
aloud. The variable vowels (a, 1, v) may be long or short. Follow the example of
the instructor for proper pronunciation.

wen O3, 00, OT, ATIK, 0C, Ba, BaT, Pop

isen T, O, TE, O, TO, 00, TA, O, T, OO

isen K1, KE, KO, KO, KU, KUK, KUS, KUT, KUP3

isen OT, Of3, 00, KK, KAKOS, OEKC, OKT

isen TOTE, TOOE, TIS, KATA, €K, EKO, OOT

isen 10, 010, 00T, Ko, eBa, Bk, 16, PiT

isen KIS, KIT, KOT, 010, P10, Bad, Tok

isen KOT, KOAKOS, TUT, TUTOS, BaTos
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2.2 The Six Deceptive Greek Letters isten

Six Greek letters (four consonants and two vowels) appear to be in form like
English letters, but their appearance is very deceptive. These letters often
confuse beginning Greek students, and therefore they need to be carefully
studied. These “deceptive” Greek letters are v, n, v, p, x and w. Their English
look-alikes are also displayed in the chart below.

Greek: Y M vV p X W
English: N VvV P X W

The Greek letter, gamma (y), looks like the English letter “y”.
The Greek letter, eta (1), looks like the English letter “n”.
The Greek letter, nu (v), looks like the English letter “v”.

The Greek letter, rho (p), looks like the English letter “p”.
The Greek letter, chi (x), looks like the English letter “x”.

The Greek letter, omega (w), looks like the English letter “w”.

Each letter will now be examined separately. Special attention should be given
to the proper pronunciation of these letters so that they may not be confused with
their English look-alikes.

2.2.1 GAMMA isten

The Greek letter, gamma (y, capital letter, I'), is not to be confused with the

Gy 0 11 ”

English “y”. T, y is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”. It is never pronounced
like the soft “g” as in “gin”. Read the following words aloud and practice
pronouncing each letter separately.

isen YO, YOK, [0, 0oy, Bay, yeT, YeTTO

sen | OB, YOB, YEB, [Us, Y&, YU, deyas

isten XY, OYE, XYEV, YUK, YUKOS, YOT, YIT
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2.2.2 ETA listen

[{et)

The Greek letter, eta (1, capital letter, H), does not correspond to the English “n”,
but is pronounced like the “a” in “gate”. Furthermore, the capital letter (H) must
not be confused with the English capital letter of “h”, “H”. Read the following
words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

wen T], NTC, O1), adr, N1, YT, YONG, OKT

sen H, HTOX, O1K, O1kn, akon, Ny, NT, TN

isen TS, TNS, KT, KOKMN, T TE, NTI, TITN, TNOE

2.2.3 NU isten

The Greek letter, nu (v, capital letter, N), does not correspond to the English “v”,
but is pronounced like the “n” as in “in”. It may be helpful to remember that there

is not an alphabetical Greek letter that corresponds to the English letter “v”.
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen VU, VUV, €V, TEV, TIV, VX, KKV, YEVOS
s OCYEV, Y1V, TV, TOVI, KIOOV, KEVN
isen YEV, YEWO, YOO, [ adva, yevn, Pav

isen YTV, YEVOS, [ vovTQ, [ ovy, yuvn, Tnv
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2.2.4 RHO isten

The Greek letter, rho (p, capital letter, P), does not correspond to the English “p”
or “P”, but is pronounced like the “r’ as in “roar”. Rho was probably trilled in
ancient Greek (as in Modern Greek), but it will suffice for the purpose of these
lessons to pronounce it as suggested. Read the following words aloud and

practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen 0P, YOP, TOP, KAP, EP, EPYOV, OPOS
isen EPL, EPLS, KOPT, dPT, PopT, Papas

isen ACPK, OPOV, ONP, KPIVX, TPUK, TPIS

2.2.5 CHI listen

The Greek letter, chi (x, capital letter, X), does not correspond to the English “x”.
Chi can be confused with the pronunciation of kappa (K, k) unless it is
remembered that the breath is not entirely cut off with chi. Chi is represented
phonetically in English by two letters, “kh”. Read the following words aloud and
practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen X1, X0, XOPO, XXPOAV, XPO, XPOVOS
isen XT), OOXT], XOXPPOV, XAPIS, XOPNTE
isen | PIXOS, TIXOS, EXOPT], EXEL, XOP

isen OEXT T, O1OQXT], EVOXOS, EXIOVO
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2.2.6 Omega listen

The Greek letter, omega (w, capital letter, 1), is not to be confused with the

[{Pgt)

English “w”. This long vowel is always pronounced as the long “0” in “tone”.
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen EY 0D, EX0I, OPX, KPIV@W, OWOEKX, Oy
isen Y @YT), {lov, woivw, (1Ta, wTiov

listen XpOVOO, Xp&), melg, X(L)pOS, TOO, KO

2.3 The Nine Different Greek Letters isten

Nine Greek letters (all consonants) are very different in appearance than any
English letters. These letters are as follows:

Greek Letter:  ( 0 A M E ™ o ¢ VY
Greek Name: zeta theta lambda mu xsi pi sigma phi psi

2.3.1 ZETA listen

i

The Greek letter, zeta (T, capital letter, Z), is pronounced like the “z” as in “zebra’
when it begins a word. Within a word, zeta is pronounced like “ds” as in “adds”.
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen CT], CNTO, CNTEW, TIC0, KTIC, ECNV

isen YOG, BraCo, Cu, Cuyos, kpalw, kpal

© Dr. William D. Ramey InTheBeginning.org


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_2_6_drill3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_1_drill1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/2_3_1_drill2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet: Sight and Sounds of Greek Letters (Part 2) Page 27

2.3.2 THETA listen

The Greek letter, theta (8, capital letter, ©), is represented phonetically in English
by two letters, “th”. The pronunciation of this letter is always like “th” in “thin” or
“think”, and never as in “thy” or “this”. Read the following words aloud and
practice pronouncing each letter separately.

wen OT], BN TCX, B¢, Be0s, Buco, Bupa, eBvos
e €BVOS, @y, Bpo, Bpovos, kabeos
isen OPOVCD, BNplov, ekalbnTo, opbus

e OB0OVT), KIBapor, Oapa, BovaTe

2.3.3 LAMBDA isten

The Greek letter, lambda (A, capital letter, A), is pronounced like the “I” in “lute”.
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen AOUPOO, Aey, AlBos, Auw, Acye
isen EAACD, OXAOS, oA, Aoyos
isen OEAOVTOS, KA, KaxAos, Atfun

isen NIKOACtOV, AUdO, Auddas, Auxvos
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2.3.4 MU isten

The Greek letter mu (u, capital letter, M), is pronounced like the “m” as in “man”.
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen U, MT], UNOE, AIUOG, YOUOS, Bnuo
sen UNTTP, T1ONUL, Epnuos, Nopos
isen APLOHOV, YevnBaopev, Aeyouev

isen METQ, Briuatos, KaunAov, ueptuveov

2.3.5 XSI isten

The Greek letter, xsi (€, capital letter, =), is pronounced like the “x” in “fox”, or in
“‘axe”, and is represented phonetically as “xs” in English. This consonant is
never pronounced like the “x” as in “xylophone”. Read the following words aloud
and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

wen G, €€, E€CO, E0r, VUE, EU, EUlOV
e OE, 0ELYT, 0L, doEa, ZuAiva
wen TOC, TOEOV, Tekm, Tallv, TaLls

e CUACD, E€VOS, EUulcov, ofos, ofu
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2.3.6 Pl listen

The Greek letter, pi (m, capital letter, TT) is pronounced like the “p” in “party” or
“‘poet”. Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter
separately.

isen T, TO(, TTU, T, TV, €T, O, TTOAlS
isen  TTOPOL, ATy, AT, ANV, TTe
isen  TOTTOV, AUTTQ, AuTras, kKotros, Komtw

isen  QOUTTOVT), O(TTO, TTUp, TTUPQ, TTUPYOV

2.3.7 SIGMA isten

The Greek letter, sigma (o, capital letter, 2, final form, <) is pronounced like the

s” in “sit”. Sigma is pronounced like the “s” as in “rose” before the consonants,
B, v, & and u (this will be more fully explained in section 4.3.1). Otherwise, both
the medial and final forms of sigma are pronounced the same. Read the
following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen  OU, OUV, OF, OEPcd, o7, ONs, ONTTW

isen  OKOAOV, OUKO(, OUKT], OUKT)S, KOOUOS

Sounds like the “z” before u

sen TOS, BOTOS, 00ePn, Aola, ookw

isen OLYT), OLYT)S, 200, 2Ny, Xp1O0TOS
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2.3.8 PHI isten

The Greek letter, phi (¢, capital letter, ®), is pronounced like the “ph” in “phone”
or as in “photograph”, and is represented phonetically in English as “ph” or as “f".
Read the following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

wen DL, DS, obls, Pepwd, TUPAOS
isen POOTA, PdTWV, PwTICw, opiv

isen  KOPLVQOV, BAaodnua, odeAn

isen XPPIC, Onut, adeAdos, ypadw

2.3.9 PSI listen
The Greek letter, psi (y, capital letter, ) is pronounced like the “ps” in “lips” or

as in “steps”, and is represented phonetically as “ps” in English. Read the
following words aloud and practice pronouncing each letter separately.

isen YL, PUXN, YtAos, baAuos, YndiCw

isen  OKOWCD, YUXOS, YuUxpos, YoAw
sen OIS, YPOW@, BAedw, Augis

listen (X\lJlS, \|JOOXOO, \PG)\“Q)’ kIJU)(”S
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Study Guide
The Greek Alphabet: Letters and Sounds (Part 2)

2

|. Practice writing the following Greek letter combinations several times. Most of
these examples were taken from the lesson. While forming the Greek letters,
say their names aloud several times. Also, if you are able at this time, learn to
pronounce these Greek syllables and words.

listen (Set One)

10(B

2. B(XT
5. TOOE
4 KOTO

5. Pk
6. BlS

listen (Set Two)

7. 01

5. PoTt
0. KUT
10. KUB
11. 00T

12. rCXS

© Dr. William D. Ramey InTheBeginning.org


http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/sg2_set1.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson2/sg2_set2.mp3
http://www.inthebeginning.org

LESSON 2: The Greek Alphabet: Sight and Sounds of Greek Letters (Part 2) Page 32

listen (Set Three)

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Yip

or)

Q1K

Bowv

NV

YEV

KOPT

KA

listen (Set Four)

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Xap

EXW

Cn

TICo

yaCo

Beos

eBvos

Aoyos

oA
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listen (Set Five)

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Ly

eBep

oot

doLox

vug

mTa

aTro

TTup

listen (Set Six)

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

O€

ons

OUKO

Pt

GuAn

Onut

i

Johw

oA
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[l. Below is a brief review of the similarities and the dissimilarities between the

1.

Greek and English letters. It will be advantageous having “pressed” these
Greek letters into your mind, to listen to the audio files again with your eyes
closed, while at the same time imagining what the Greek letters look like.

Never call a Greek letter by what it looks like in English. Remember, to
learn Greek effectively, you must not translate, but read Greek for what
it is—a different language than English.

There are ten Greek letters that appear very close to their English
counterparts.

listen

Aa | B d Ee |

K k Oo G TT U

. How many of these letters are vowels? . Which vowels may

be pronounced both long and short? , , and
Which two vowels are always short?

. Which of these letters is written as a figure “8” laid on its side and opened

on the right?

. Which of these letters is never dotted?

. Which of these letters crosses, then its curve drops down below the line?

. Which of these letters has a “tail” that extends below the line?

Which of these letters have capitals that are very different from their small
letters? , , and

. Which of these letters has as its capital letter >7?

. Which of these letters has as its capital letter Y?

Which of these letters has as its capital letter A?
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2. There are six deceptively looking Greek letters that appear to be like English
letters, but are not. These letters will prove difficult unless learned well.

Yy |n | v Pp Xx| o

a. Which of these letters are vowels? and

b. Which one of these letters sounds like the English “r"?

c. Which one of these letters sounds like the English “g”?

d. Which one of these letters sounds like the English “n”?

e. Which one of these letters sounds like “6”?

f. Which small letter has a capital that looks like a horseshoe?
g. Which one of these letters sounds like “€”?

h. Which small letter has as its capital N?

i. Which small letter has as its capital ['?

j. Which small letter has as its capital H?

k. Gamma is pronounced as the hard “g” as in “go”, and never as the soft
‘g” asin ?

l. Which letter sounds like something you use to unlock your door?
m. Which letter sounds like something you do to a boat?

n. Which letter sounds like the English word “new”?

o. Finish spelling the following names of the Greek letters:

gam et rh ome n ch
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3. There are nine Greek letters very different than any English letters.

listen

L[C ©6 AN My
Mm 20 [©O¢ (Y

a. Which of these letters has a final form?

11l
Y

b. Which of these letters looks like a cactus?

c. Which of these four Greek letters are represented phonetically in English
by two letters? , , , and

[ll. Transpose all the following Greek capital letters into their corresponding
small letters, using the space provided.

TAXIN KO>MON
2OTHPOZ AITPA
NY= KAAQN
AIATTOZIN YYXH
OEO2 AMTIEAOZ
OYAAKH XAPIZMA

Having now examined and practiced both saying and writing the entire Greek
alphabet, it may continue to seem strange for a little while longer. This is natural
and is to be expected. The reason is because the Greek alphabet has several
different symbols to represent different sounds than in English. However, if you
discipline yourself to study the Greek alphabet, you will soon know it very well.

Click here for the answers to this study guide and further help aids associated with this lesson.
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